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Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-43a

___________________________________________________________________________________
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EXODUS
Moses came down from Mount Sinai.  As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets 
of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had 
been talking with God.  When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was 
shining, and they were afraid to come near him.  But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all 
the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them.  Afterward all the 
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him 
on Mount Sinai.  When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but 
whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he 
came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the 
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would 
put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

EXODUS 34:29-35

PSALM 99             pg. 837

1  The Lord is king; let the people tremble; * he is enthroned upon the Cherubim let the 
 earth shake.
2  The Lord is great in Zion; * he is high above all peoples.
3  Let them confess his name, which is great and awesome; * he is the Holy One.
4  “O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; * you have executed justice 
 and righteousness in Jacob.”
5  Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down before his footstool; * he is the 
 Holy One.
6  Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who call upon his name, * 
 they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.
7  He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * they kept his testimonies and the decree that 
 he gave them.
8  “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * you were a God who forgave them, yet 
 punished them for their evil deeds.”
9  Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him upon his holy hill; * for the 
 Lord our God is the Holy  One.

Lord our God, ruler of the universe, you love what is right.  Lead us in your 
righteousness, that we may live to praise you, through your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

A READING FROM THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil 
over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set 
aside.  But their minds were hardened.  Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of 
the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this 
very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, 



the veil is removed.  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom.  And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a 
mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this 
comes from the Lord, the Spirit.  Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this 
ministry, we do not lose heart.  We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we 
refuse to practise cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we 
commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:12-4:2

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and 
went up on the mountain to pray.  And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.  Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and 
Elijah, talking to him.  They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with 
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with 
him.  Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let 
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah ” – not knowing what he 
said.  While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified 
as they entered the cloud.  Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen; listen to him!”  When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.  And they kept 
silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just 
then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 
Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks.  It convulses him until he foams at the 
mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him.  I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they 
could not.”  Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be 
with you and bear with you?  Bring your son here.”  While he was coming, the demon dashed 
him to the ground in convulsions.  But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and 
gave him back to his father.  And all were astounded at the greatness of God.

LUKE 9:28-43

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“...Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks.  It convulses him until he 
foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him.  I begged your 
disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”

Just after graduating from Michigan State University, I found myself blessed with a job with the 
Detroit City Plan Commission.   The planning department had a good reputation.  It was said 
that if one stayed for 4 years or longer, one could land a good job in any other planning office in 
the country.  This was in large part due to the strong leadership of the Planning Director, Charles 
Blessing.  He was a man of vision and ability.  I also liked him because he had an even messier 
desk than I had.
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One evening, Sally and I went to a social occasion in the Detroit suburbs.  You know the kind — 
people stand around talking with glasses of wine in their hands.  Between polite sips of wine, a 
bit of conversation takes place — sometimes good — sometimes a bit less than good.

On one memorable occasion we were talking to a well to do couple.  They asked what kind of 
work I was in.  I told them about working for the City of Detroit.  You could see their faces 
change expression — and not in a good way.  Then one of them said, Someone has to clean up 
that mess.  I really admire you for taking it on.

Well, I was not a hero type trying to save the world or the city.  I was, however, comfortable in 
taking on what I could of a complex situation.  It turned out to be challenging, fun and an 
education.  I do not regret my time there in any way, even though there is still so much that has 
yet to be done.

Enter Jesus, Moses and Elijah.  In this Gospel reading, a mountain top experience with our Lord 
is shared for all of history.  Here at the top of a mountain we are confronted with an 
unprecedented situation.  Jesus is described as being with Moses and Elijah — important 
Biblical people who were seen as ancient history by many.

Jesus also brought along some witnesses to this event, including Peter.  Sadly, Peter wasn’t much 
of a witness.  He was overtired and didn’t know what to do with his experience other than to 
suggest building a dwelling for each of these figures.  Peter is described as not really knowing 
what he was saying.  The experience of these Old Testament figures, along with Jesus’ glowing 
was just too much for this Apostle.  At this point, God distracts our attention from Peter as God 
tells us how pleased God is with Jesus.

But the story doesn’t end here.  An abrupt change of mood follows.  Jesus is confronted by a 
shouting distraught father whose son is being severely pestered by a demon.  The father wants 
his son delivered from the evil spirit.  Nothing he has tried has done any good, including asking 
Jesus’ disciples to cast the demon out.

Now this demon is a particularly nasty one!  His effect on the son is described in this way:  
Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks.  It convulses him until he foams at the 
mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. This is truly horrible stuff!

And what does Jesus do first?  He vents his frustration on society, including the disciples.  He 
says, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with 
you?…”  Our Lord speaks clearly and directly with no attempt to be tactful.  He is very unhappy 
with the situation that brought this father to the point where he had to seek Jesus’ help directly.

Christ then rids the man’s son of the demon.  He leaves us to guess why his anger was so 
strongly triggered by his disciples inaction.  Was it their lack of faith?  Was it that they just didn’t 
pay attention as to how cast out a demon?  Was there something else going on?  We are not 
directly told.  But I believe the problem to be quite evident.

Remember, we have just heard about the holy event on the mountain top.  Jesus is the one who 
glows.  Theologians see this mainly as a verification of who Jesus really was and is.  So far, so 
good.  But this is not the whole story!
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The writers of the lectionary allow the more troublesome second part as optional reading.  It is 
like they see it as another event, another story which is designed to stand on its own.  But I do 
not think so.  I believe that it completes the picture we are to have of who Jesus is.
Yes, Christ is the one who is transfigured.  He is in God’s favour.  And at the same time, he was 
the one who was ready to without hesitation move in and deal with a very messy situation.  
Being affirmed in a very positive way in a mountain top endorsement tells us only part of the 
story.  But it is not complete on its own.  In fact, it is of little use unless it is backed up by a 
willingness for Jesus to go and give the help that is needed where others will not or cannot.  
Jesus completes the picture of who he is by his quick involvement in throwing the demon out.

But what about the disciples?  Why did he get so angry when they were so inexperienced and 
unsure of themselves?  I think the reason is that, confronted with this dramatic situation of evil 
possession, they were hesitant to take it on.  There were so many unknowns.  Would they be 
able to do what was required?  What if they failed?  What if the demon turned and went after 
one of them?

Now we will never know all the details of what exactly took place.  But I see the message of 
Jesus was that the disciples should not have let a sense of unease or any other reason keep them 
from doing what they were called to do.

And us — you and me?  What is the message for us?  I think it is the same.  There are times 
when our love of others may present us with situations where the only way to answer a call for 
help is to be willing to go into situations we really wish were not part of the solution.  In today’s 
vernacular — we at times may, have to be willing to get our hands dirty!  when it seems to be 
the only option available.

And like our image of Jesus; our image of the disciples; or our image of ourselves — we are 
called to balance deeply moving rewards for our spirits with the uncomfortable challenges 
presented before us.  May we be ever thankful for the wholeness of life.  For God is with us, 
dwelling within through the good times and the not so good times.  And when we look back at 
our lives, we can sometimes see where a `bad time’ in our memory actually ended up being a 
time of fulfillment.  Praise to our loving God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit!
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