
22nd Sunday after Pentecost  (Green)

October 21st, 2018
Job 38:1-7; 
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 36; 
Hebrews 5:1-10; 
Mark 10:35-45

1ST READING
A Reading from the Book of Job
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: “Who is this that darkens counsel by words 
without knowledge?  Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare to 
me.  Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell me, if you have 
understanding.  Who determined its measurements – surely you know!  Or who stretched the 
line upon it?  On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars 
sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?” 

JOB 38:1-7

PSALM 104:1-9, 25, 36                p. 462 BCP

Praise the Lord, O my soul.  O Lord My God, thou art become exceeding glorious: / thou art 
 clothed with majesty and honour.
2  Thou deckest thyself with light as it were with garment, / and spreadest out the heavens 
 like curtain;
3  Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters, / and maketh the clouds his chariot, 
 and walketh upon the wings of the wind;
4  Who maketh the winds his messengers, / and his ministers a flaming fire.
5  HE laid the foundations of the earth, / that it never should move at any time.
6  Thou coveredst it with the deep like as with a garment: / the waters stood above the hills.
7  At thy rebuke they fled: / at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away;
8  They went up as high as the hills, and down to the valleys beneath, / even unto the place 
 which thou hadst appointed for them.
9  Thou didst set them their bounds which they should not pass, / neither turn again to cover 
 the earth.
25 LORD, how manifold are thy works! / in wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full 
 of thy creatures.
36 PRAISE thou the LORD, O my soul. / Praise the LORD.



2ND READING

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on 
their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.  He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and 
wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for 
his own sins as well as for those of the people.  And one does not presume to take this honour, 
but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.  So also Christ did not glorify himself in 
becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I 
have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.”  In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission.  Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Mel-chizedek. 

HEBREWS 5:1-10

GOSPEL READING

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”  And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do 
for you?”  And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 
your glory.”  But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking.  Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”  They 
replied, “We are able.”  Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with 
the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”  When the ten heard 
this, they began to be angry with James and John.  So Jesus called them and said to them, “You 
know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them.  But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must 
be slave of all.  For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.” 

MARK 10:35-45

___________________________________________________________________________________

For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,

Our society and culture are evolving at an unprecedented rate.  A bit of a mental game that I 
have been playing recently has been to place myself back in a by-gone era.  The CBC recently 
had a series called “Back In Time for Dinner” which did much the same thing as it portrayed 
Canadian life in each decade starting with the 40‘s.  I must admit that it was fun to relive a bit of 
what was reality in the 50’s for example.  The world was quite a different place in the age of cars 
with tail fins and wrap-around windshields.

Do I miss it?  Do I become nostalgic?  Do I wish things were the same today?  My unwavering 
answer would be “yes & no”.  There you have it.  A solid answer which leaves the hearer or 
reader still wondering.
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The more detailed answer would point out that there were very good things, and very distressing 
things in previous eras.  Coming from Detroit, I would delight in seeing the latest styles coming 
from the “big 3” automakers.  The more radical or outrageous the designs, the higher the 
excitement.  There seemed to have been no bounds to their creativity.  It must have been great 
fun to be working as an automobile stylist.

Why did they call these staff members “stylists”?  Because one who designs is one who works 
around how an object functions; while a stylist determines the shape of an object first, and tries 
to make the object function with the desired shape.  Everything is about looks.  

In good architecture, the appearance of a structure enhances and reflects what is going on 
inside the building.  Architects say it this way: “form follows function”.  For example, gas stations 
look the way they do so that they can function well in: promoting sales; handling of dangerous 
fuels; and handling cash transactions.

But I stray from the central question concerning if we had the opportunity, would we choose to 
go back in time and live as we once did.  We would certainly miss the advantages, preciseness, 
and capabilities of what we have been given through the digital revolution.  For example, each 
year, many people have been given new leases on life through amazing advances of medical 
technology.

On the whole, we seem to be a healthier people.  Although, some doubt that we are any 
happier.  For there are costs involved in much of what we do.  There are new vulnerabilities.

Consider how we are stunned when we hear how internet hackers can potentially do very real 
damage to our societies.  Voting data and trends can be affected; national and provincial/state 
electrical power grids can be shut down; and corporations are not safe from proprietary data 
being stolen.  Not surprisingly, people seem to be less and less trusting.  Democracy seems more 
and more elusive and at greater risk.

Now, I do not remember such threats in the 50’s and 60‘s.  But I do admit that the threat of 
nuclear attack during the cold war was a disturbing possibility that constantly resided in the 
backs of our minds.  Sadly, this source of unease remains with us well into our new millennium.

One thing many find troublesome these days revolves around church.  We have been seeing a 
decline in church attendance over the past few decades.  To be fair, the high attendance during 
the 50’s was a blip in history.

Historically, parish membership levels in the 50‘s exceeded that of other eras.

But we are now seeing a major shift downward for a number of reasons.

I will save the listing of some of the reasons for another sermon.

What I think is important is how there seems to be a major attitude shift in recent years in 
parallel with the decline in church participation.  Along with this, there seems to be a growing 
mean-spiritedness among more people involved in some governments, businesses and 
institutions.  More than this, in the general population, one can sense a similar trend.
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I do not see all of this as being random.  People who were once motivated in part by what they 
heard in church are now being increasingly motivated by secular forces that cannot be trusted to 
always, if ever, reflect the wisdom of God.  The examples are many.  But I am using a verse from 
today’s Gospel Reading to begin to make my point.

Successful leadership is seen as very important in most aspects of our culture.  Those in 
leadership positions naturally want to hold on to those positions or even strengthen their hold.
But as these leaders consider their options they seem to be convinced that the best way to hold 
on to their leadership roles is to increase and maximize their control and their realm of 
influence.  Taken to the extreme, this manner of thinking can lead to an obsession with personal 
and organizational power.  Power can often then be maintained by extreme penalties and 
violence, or the threat of violence.

And we wonder if there are any alternatives.  Are there?  Or are we forever to be bound to 
power initiatives and threats of violence?

Running back to the 50’s, I remember so clearly a phrase often used when someone was 
confronted by the troubles of someone else who needed to be helped.  What was her or his 
response?  To quote: Do the Christian thing and help!  We do not hear that so much anymore!
People are not as inclined to seek wisdom from scripture, like they used to.

And yet, and yet!  Consider today’s scripture.  If anyone knows about leadership, it is God!  And 
how does Jesus show us by example?  Listen to his words:

For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
Jesus goes on to say:

...whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.

I know that sounds absolutely counterintuitive.  But when we think deeply about it and how the 
use of that approach would affect the world, we come to understand just how valuable are the 
insights of our Lord.  So why does society not listen to him?  I think it is in part because they 
have not really ever heard much of what Jesus has to say.  One major challenge for us is in 
finding ways to bring people to know God’s truths.  Society may seem slow to change.  Yet, few 
will disagree that change for the good is certainly worth the effort.

We then, are given the responsibility to bring the wisdom of Christ into a world that desperately 
needs to hear it.  As was pointed out in the sermon last week:

As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’
Just imagine; just imagine the impact if more people in power heard the good news and 
internalized it.  Imagine the impact of more leaders seeking to actually serve those who support 
them!  What a wonderful world would evolve right before our eyes.

Praise be to our loving God, whose love is so great that Jesus was sent to share God’s wisdom for 
all to hear and put into action!
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